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During the last two wesks of September 1247 two rifls divisions heid regi-
merint slza exercises in the aren Bisemach (H-76) = Treffurth (H-78) -
vk niusen {H=39). One of these divisions was the 57th Cuards Rifle Divi-
sien; She punbey of the other could not he datermined.

4t the tare tims a tenk divisien snd a mockauized division were training
at Ohrdwf {J-15) and Berlz wor dem Hainich raspectively.

Bstween . and 13 Octover 1947 Joint exarcises were held by the e.bwb men-
tioned o divisicns in the area Erfurt-Elssnach-Ilmenau (J-23)-langeealza
(3-08), .‘treete and fields vere kanvily demased by the troop movements.

The plan “awelved the break-threoush of an arrored formation over the zonal
border hetvzen Blsenach ond Treffarsh and the overruaning of the Infantry
defences along the border. This atések vas held un by tank forces noving
fron the arwa nerth of Gotha, the attacking forces being surrounded and
destroyed in the aven ArnstadieCotha.

8. A3 suprolt wme provided by & 'Japdverbond! of 70 machines, half of
them afpiiar to HE 109's and half heing YAR-4'3, and a iSehlachtvar=
bandt of alout 50 aireraft, ten of them belng Stormoviks and soms of
the remainior belng sinilar 4o 1T 110fe and JU 8843,

e The airovefy opershed from the airficidn at Erfurt/Bindersleben and
Hotmarloh,

c. Thesa eirfiyide, only tenrorarily oecupied for the menenvers, have been
svacuabed giues 1L Ueinbap 1947,  Soviet Alr Force ground troops and
aquijcant lebh in a3 rolght tralns, of ihich four went to Dresden,
whren 4o Kothen and one %o NDesaan,

Tank forves endamed eoncisted of I8 3%n, T-3L's and German 'Tiger' tanks.
Un pany of the latter type the ferman talkentren,? was gtill visible.
Theva wers also soms SU-122%g and Sh=i03 e,

Each of tle rifle divisions is naid o 'mve had ore regiment of thirty
75.2 v gune, horse-drawn,
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7. inti-tank artillery conci
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sted of 100 rm and 50 mm quns.

#n artillery division was attached to the tank troops.
with 122 mmoand 172 mm opuns.
Studebaker trucks.

It was equipped

The division was fully motorized with threes

@ The infantry s emuirned with both 80 mn and 122 mm mortars {7 2.2 cm. and

17 e}, the latter being hoth horse-drawn and notor-drawn,

| On 16 Getober 50X1-HUM

16, On tha mavreh, in "vawle tactics and the construction of positicns and tank
onataclas, the rerformance of the troops, especially the ensincer, 1s re~
rorted sxcellent., The latier Duilt an asesult bridge over the River Uerra

sidth 45 meters) to carry heavy tanks, in two and ons-half hours. Equip-
m2nt is ssid to have been the seme as that uged durding the wmr.

1.

T the vnit was zeen in vRwntors (-39 and was travelling towards ittenberg
(537},

12, During the final phase of the nansuvers, from D600 hrs. on 11 Oetober 1947
1o 1800 hrg. on 13 Octoher 1947, all civilisn wvehicle and reil traeffic in
whe ares Lrfurb-Arnstadi~Ligenach was forbidden.

13, On 14 Octobasr 1947 the twoops left for their psrr-anent quarters. They were
to have resched ther by 20 Ostober 1947 according to an order from General
Fvashnin, Head of the 3'A Transport Division, to the transport authorities
T the S8 at the Reishanahndirakbinn Erfurs.

1. .linel.y-w o tronsmirt troing cmra used Cor Lo trans-artationd troots fros
th area oast of lnumwr~. ire athar trains each carried tiwenty =3 tanke.
The remainia- troar - 1274 by pan,
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